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COSY VILLAGES in green meadows located beside a huge Atlantic… 
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but the countryside is actually UNDER PRESSURE 
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The answer is to introduce A NEW RATIONALITY into the 

transformations of the rural environment. 

WHAT´S THE POINT  nowadays  to survey vernacular architecture? 
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-To identify, evaluate and locate in the space the 

phenomena due to habitat construction 

 

-To define those sensations transmitted by buildings 

(vernacular or contemporary) to the environment in function of 

its characteristics 

 

-To detect and locate the state of use of the vernacular and 

contemporary constructions, identifying abandonment, 

absence of use, substandard housing or buildings under way 

 

The AIMS of surveying (1/2): 
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-To locate homogeneous areas according to parameters 

such as: potential of transformation, permanence of the 

vernacular architecture, farming activity, accessibility to a 

particular type of service, landscapes of outstanding natural 

beauty… which allow implementing actions. 

 

-To draw conclusions that allow diagnostics and clearly 

spells out recommendations for the administrations and 

eventually to make specific studies in areas or subjects 

related to the identified aspects. 
 

The AIMS of surveying (2/2): 
 



2. THE INVENTORY OF ASTURIAN RURAL 

SETTLEMENTS, IARS 
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

ASTURIAS NATURAL PARADISE:   

10,603.57 sq km       
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

ASTURIAS NATURAL PARADISE:   

1,081,487 inhabitants     102 inhabitants by sq km  
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

ATURIAS NATURAL PARADISE:   

5,199 rural settlements recorded in the local land-use plans 
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

ATURIAS NATURAL PARADISE:   

A territory with a rich and characteristic vernacular architecture 
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

Four different levels of PROTECTION were set to list the rural 

settlements in Asturias 
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- GRADE 1: Those listed with the highest level of 

protection. It applies exclusively to the best rural settlements 

since they present an intact architecture and landscape 

framework or very mildly affected by buildings or other 

elements erected since 1950. 



The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

GRADE 1 
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

Four different levels of PROTECTION were set to list the rural 

settlements in Asturias 
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-GRADE 2: To be listed with a high or medium protection.  

 

Grade 2A1 settlements are those of high value, mildly 

altered and with reversible impacts.  

 

Grade 2A2 ones are those whose values are merely 

environmental.  

 

And finally Grade 2B applies to settlements with rural 

conditions to be protected by the local land-use plan, as 

hamlets that lost its environmental value, but with architecture 

or other elements of interest.  
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GRADE 2A1 
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Four different levels of PROTECTION were set to list the rural 
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-GRADE 2: To be listed with a high or medium protection.  

 

Grade 2A1 settlements are those of high value, mildly altered 

and with reversible impacts.  

 

Grade 2A2 ones are those whose values are merely 

environmental.  

 

And finally Grade 2B applies to settlements with rural 

conditions to be protected by the local land-use plan, as 

hamlets that lost its environmental value, but with architecture 

or other elements of interest.  
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Four different levels of PROTECTION were set to list the rural 
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-GRADE 2: To be listed with a high or medium protection.  

 

Grade 2A1 settlements are those of high value, mildly altered 

and with reversible impacts.  

 

Grade 2A2 ones are those whose values are merely 

environmental.  

 

And finally Grade 2B applies to settlements with rural 

conditions to be protected by the local land-use plan, as 

hamlets that lost its environmental value, but with 

architecture or other elements of interest.  
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Four different levels of PROTECTION were set to list the rural 
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-GRADE 3: To be considered by the local land-use plan, with 

some areas subject to specific preservation.  

It is of application to those hamlets whose interest 

circumscribes to just a part of it or to well preserved ones 

whose surroundings or landscape framework have been 

irreparably transformed by contemporary buildings or 

remarkable infrastructures built up since 1950.  
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Four different levels of PROTECTION were set to list the rural 

settlements in Asturias 
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-GRADE 4: Not to be listed and as irreparably damaged 

settlements must be regulated by the local land-use plan.  

It applies to new hamlets or those whose original conditions 

have been seriously transformed in terms of dominant 

economic activity, morphology or landscape. 
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GRADE 4 
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

FIELD WORK: The territory is divided into four zones based in the 

logic of the municipal limits 
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RURAL SETTLEMENTS                     

BY ZONE 
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Field work: THE DATA SHEET 
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The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 
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GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 

 

LESSONS FROM TWO (CONTEMPORARY) WIDE SURVEYS ON VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE AND TRADITIONAL SETTLEMENTS  

IN GALICIA AND ASTURIAS (SPAIN).  

PLÁCIDO LIZANCOS & EVARISTO ZAS, School of Architecture, A Coruña (Spain) 



The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 
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GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 
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GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 
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GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 
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GIS: Information associated to a particular rural settlement 

 

LESSONS FROM TWO (CONTEMPORARY) WIDE SURVEYS ON VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE AND TRADITIONAL SETTLEMENTS  

IN GALICIA AND ASTURIAS (SPAIN).  

PLÁCIDO LIZANCOS & EVARISTO ZAS, School of Architecture, A Coruña (Spain) 



The Inventory of Asturian Rural Settlements, IARS 

GIS: THEMATIC MAPS 
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GIS: DATA TABLES 
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  ALTITUDE and GRADES OF PROTECTION 

Grade Number of 

hamlets 

0-250m 251-500m 501-750m >750m 

1 38 4 9 14 11 

2A1 127 17 43 50 17 

2A2 341 60 118 125 38 

2B 964 265 342 273 84 

Total 1470 346 512 462 150 
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THE RESULT 
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GRADE 1 ………………........     38 

GRADE 2A1…………………..   127 

GRADE 2A2……….………….   341 

GRADE 2B………………….      964 

GRADE 3 ……………………  2.244 

GRADE 4 ……………………  1.485 

TOTAL ……………………….. 5.199    



3. THE SURVEY OF GALICIAN RURAL 

HABITAT, SGRH 
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The Survey of Galician Rural Habitat, SGRH 

STARTING POINT 
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The initiative for the realisation rises from a group of architects, linked to the 

University. We propose Galician gov. to survey the Rural Habitat. 

 
 

This study grows accompanying the degradation of the built environment 

(as a consequence of, in some cases, wrong political initiatives of the 

government).  

 



THE DEFINITION OF THE  SURVEY PROJECT 
 

The basic cell of construction and support of the survey is the RURAL 

SETTLEMENT (HAMLET).  
 

This basic cluster is comprised by a group of houses, joined in accordance 

with its genuine morphological rules. It can be accompanied of other buildings 

like churches, mills, granaries, etc. and elements of a shorter scale like 

fountains, walls, crosses...  

All them together confer cultural value to the rural settlement.     
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TODAY'S SHAPE OF GALICIAN HAMLETS 
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The actual shape of our hamlets vary widely, reflecting a diverse presence of 

vernacular houses and also diverse relationships between man and territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some hamlets are expected to still preserve characteristic styles of the 

vernacular way of doing.  

On the other side, there are settlements that have no ancient elements.  



- To identify, evaluate and locate the SPACIAL PHENOMENA due to habitat 

construction 

 

-To define those SENSATIONS TRANSMITTED BY BUILDINGS (vernacular or 

contemporary) to the environment in function of its characteristics 
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Let’s remember  WHAT WE WANT TO DO 

 



We started testing the survey in just 25% of the country surface 
 
This enquiry is applied to every hamlet. 
 
The survey explores not only the built spaces but also empty ones 
inside the hamlets and its surrounding landscape.  
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WHERE ARE WE GOING TO COLLECT DATA? 

 



Data, disaggregated in vernacular and non vernacular buildings, are: 
  
- Drawing up building typologies 
 

- Have a complete review of the visual appearance of the buildings 
 

- To recognize how buildings are used 
 

and... 
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WHAT DATA DO WE WANT TO COLLECT? 

 



...to review the kind of relationships established amid buildings,   
  empty spaces and nature 
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WHAT DATA DO WE WANT TO COLLECT? 

 



We produced: 
 
RAW DATA. Readable in tables, lists and statistics.  
The researcher of our survey READS information. 
 
DATA MAPS. The GIS engine produces thematic maps.  
The reserchaer of our survey EXPLORES information. 
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THE EXPLOITATION OF THE OBTAINED DATA 
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THE EXPLOITATION OF THE OBTAINED DATA.  

Examples 
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THE EXPLOITATION OF THE OBTAINED DATA.  

Examples 



SOME EXAMPLES OF OUR MAPS 

Vernacular houses 
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Roof material Skin material 

Use  State of repair 



SOME EXAMPLES OF OUR MAPS 

Non vernacular houses 
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Presence of  

non vernacular houses 



SOME EXAMPLES OF OUR MAPS 

The hamlet 
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Morphology  

of hamlet 

Inner  

open spaces 
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SOME EXAMPLES OF OUR MAPS 

The surrounding land 
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Farming Not farming 
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MULTIPURPOSE MAPS 
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CONDITIONS 

1 Quality of vernacular arch.: maximun 

and 

2 State of repair of v. a.: maximun 

and 

3 Beauty of landscape: maximum 

and 

4 Only natural objects in landscape 



4. CONCLUSIONS FROM THESE TWO SURVEYS 

 



TECHNICAL CONCLUSIONS 
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Surveying the vernacular heritage of Galicia and Asturias supposed 
an extraordinary technical challenge, successfully surpassed. 



CULTURAL CONCLUSIONS 1/3 
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Rurality (and its architecture) must be perceived as a space of 
resistance in front of the advance of the urbanity.  



Conclusions 
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Vernacular heritage (and also the traditional way of living) has been 

destabilised and in many cases, ruined because of a new world economic 

system for which the vernacular architecture is just a beautiful and venerable 

accessory.  
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Actions must be taken to assist not only the vernacular architecture and the 

vernacular landscape, but all the non-urban society. 
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The approach to vernacular mustn’t be idyllic, as reality isn’t so sweet.  

Farmers do not wake up every morning to make up farms and landscape to be 

ready for urban visitors.  
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The apathy and indifference aren’t the right ways of doing.  

Hamlets don´t draw spontaneously to the best of possible destinations, as in 

the past did, because of the work of anonymous people.  

Today others are the dynamic vectors which are responsible of the initiative 

of the development.  
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It’s worthless to turn to hyper tradition to obtain right responses.  

The application of strategies, refractory to the contemporary and globalisation 

usually draws the vernacular to Disneyland...  
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...and that might be the worst end! 
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COLOPHON  
Now on, we (in Europe), are 

going to live in the stage of 

the end of the tradition.  

We must recognize the 

evidence of the loss of the 

vernacular inheritance. 

 

But to improve the life in this 

dying Europe, vernacular 

architecture must be 

required... 
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...TO BE CONTINUED 

obrigado  
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