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Carl Graumann remembered by David Uzzell

or even psychotic. They may use quite sophisticated theories 
but these are expressed simply in order to understand and 
speak of the world. Carl refers to people’s simplifi ed versions of 
psychoanalytic theory which of course immediately reminds one 
of Moscovici’s early work on social representations, and in Carl’s 
1990 paper he specifi cally refers to Moscovici with reference to a 
paper on the human history of nature which dates back to 1977. 

The phenomenological world is what people believe to be the 
“truth” and which is their motivation for action rather than some 
kind of objective world. This was the starting point for my PhD 
and it was his kind of approach that was so infl uential in the 
1970s, especially amongst geographers who, perhaps like 
psychologists, had found themselves sharing their discipline 
with colleagues whose view of the world was more informed 
by the natural sciences. An individualistic psychology as well 
as a psychology concentrating only on inner mental processes, 
is philosophically incompatible with understanding meaning-
centred people-environment relationships.
 
Reading through a number of Carl’s papers I was struck by the 
relevance of the questions, issues, underlying themes and pre-
occupations that run throughout his work such as his emphasis 
on people’s understanding of the environment, how it acquires 
meaning and how that meaning may initiate action. He talks too 
about the role of social interaction and social groups; that the 
environment is a social construction and that underlying that 
social construction is a communication process that may be part 
of the problem as well as the solution. Some of the papers I read 
were Carl’s refl ections on the environment in the 1980s and 90s 
– he discusses catastrophic environmental episodes such as oil 
spills from tankers, explosions on oil rigs, radioactive emissions 
from Chernobyl. Today, our talk is of the bigger picture – climate 
change, global warming, food security. It would have been 
interesting to have heard Carl refl ect on some of the discourses 
that are beginning to emerge on globalisation, climate change, 
equity.

In his paper on societal psychology, he begins by posing the 
question, what changed when nature was replaced by the 
environment? Nature was about the self-evident and reliable, 
something that linked us to our roots. But as we focussed on 
the environment this came to represent something altogether 
different, it represented a riskier world. This was about nature 
soiled, nature abused, nature as no longer the pristine. In 
environmental psychology it was about public perceptions – not 
of pristine landscapes but of landscapes occupied by nuclear 
power stations and despoiled by chemical waste, of water and 
air no longer fi t for unfi ltered consumption. It is interesting that 
at the very time there was a growing interest in the environment 
there was a parallel decline in the interest in nature/landscape 
in environmental psychology.  While nature has seen a revival in 
recent years in the form of conservation psychology, this can’t 
be said for landscape research despite the fact that climate 
change will have a signifi cant impact on our ‘taken for granted’ 
landscapes. More importantly, environmental and conservation 
psychology have not really taken on board the work of 
geographers such as Noel Castree (Castree and Braun, 2001) 
writing on the social construction of nature and the political 
implications of its construction. 

Carl’s interests in what we might call environmental disasters 
extended not only to how they are interpreted and may be 
interpreted, especially by the media, but to rather larger 
questions that environmental issues like these pose, such as 
“what is the role of the individual within the context of the societal 
construction of the environment and of environmental risk and 
problems.” With the kind of forces which serve to alienate the 
individual from their surroundings such that they either feel 
powerless or not responsible for environmental degradation, he 
went on to say, “only in solidarity with other citizens does the 
individual have a chance to help the environment by gradually 
changing its social construction (1990, p223)”. Why is this not 
a strategy encouraged by government to address sustainability 
issues? Perhaps governments feel that encouraging people to 
act collectively may unleash a critical social movement over 
which they have no control. Interestingly Carl and Lenelis Kruse 
discuss the signifi cance of the German Green movement in the 
1970s as an example of the validity of Moscovici’s (1976) theory 
of social infl uence, in which they argue that social change is 
brought about not by majority pressure on minorities but rather 
the reverse. Minorities may start as dissenters, but gradually 
garner support, secure some political foothold and then fi nd a 
constituency strong enough to enhance their power base. They 
argue that it was civil society forces such as these that were an 
important factor in the social construction of the environment. 
These groups started to offer an alternative perspective and 
discourse, not least of which one that sought to challenge the 
notion that continued economic growth at all costs should 
be a priority.  Now no political party, national or international 
corporation will speak without extolling their green credentials, 
although environmental protection and social and economic 
equity and justice is little more than a branding opportunity within 
corporate social responsibility programmes and packages. 

Carl was keen to talk about people-environmental studies 
rather than environmental psychology, and thus his writings 
have always had an affi nity with the objectives of IAPS. I think 
it should be clear by now that what I fi nd so stimulating about 
Carl Graumann’s work is that the relationship between space, 
the environment and people is central. This ought to be one of 
the defi ning qualities of environmental psychology or P/E, but 
I am not so sure it always is. The environment is sometimes 
little more than a backdrop or setting denoting some contextual 
importance to an investigation of environmental attitudes, beliefs 
or behaviours. Unfortunately, the relationship of environmental 
attitudes and beliefs to socially constructed and socially enabled 
behaviours and space is not always clear.  For Carl there was, to 
use his words, “an indissoluble meaningful person-environment 
relationship and transaction”.

Reference
Castree, N. and Braun, B. (2001) Social Nature, Theory, Practice 
and Politics, London: Wiley.

Moscovici, S. (1976). Social Infl uence and Social Change.  
London:  Academic Press.

Carl Graumann 

In July 2008, a symposium was held at the IAPS20 Conference 
in Rome to remember the work of Carl Graumann, an important 
and early fi gure in the development of environmental psychology. 
David Uzzell was asked to provide a tribute. This is an edited 
version of his presentation. 

Gabriel Moser and I have been working on a long-term 
project collecting memories and accounts from the early 

researchers in the fi eld of environmental psychology and people-
environment studies. We have sought to fi nd out who infl uenced 
the pioneers of the fi eld and who in turn was infl uenced by them. 
We also asked them what they would like to be remembered for 
and what they think will be their legacy, especially in terms of 
their writing. We realised that the fi rst generation of researchers 
would not be with us forever, and it is rare in the history of a 
discipline to be able to capture the thoughts and memories 
of those who lifted the initial tectonic plates of a new sub-
discipline. Of course, we wrote to Carl. One of the last questions 
we posed was what papers would you like to be remembered 
for. Carl chose fi ve:

1972. Interaktion und Kommunikation. In: C.F. Graumann (Ed.) 
Sozialpsychologie, Handbuch der Psychologie. Bd. 7, 2. 
Halbband. Göttingen: Hogrefe. 1109-1262.

1983. On multiple identities. International Social Science 
Journal, 35, 309-321.

1990. (with Lenelis Kruse) The Environment: Social Construction 
and Psychological Problems. In H.T. Himmelweit & G. Gaskell 
(Eds.) Societal Psychology. Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 212-229.

2002. The phenomenological approach to people-environment 
studies. In R. B. Bechtel & A. Churchman (Eds.), Handbook of 
Environmental Psychology. (pp. 95-113) New York: Wiley.

In press. (with Lenelis Kruse) Umweltpsychologie: Ort, 
Gegenstand, Herkünfte, Trends. In E.D. Lantermann & V. 
Linneweber. (Eds.), Umweltpsychologie, Bd.1 (Enzyklopädie 
der Psychologie) Göttingen: Hogrefe.

What follows are some refl ections on these writings for research 
on people-environment relations.

Reading Carl’s papers one gets a great sense of the past, 
the intellectual heritage and lineage of the philosophies and 
concepts which were so important to him. For example, he 
traced his ideas and interpretations of phenomenology not just 
back to Husserl but to Goethe. Goethe is primarily remembered 
as one of the foremost poets, dramatists and writers of the 
late 18th and early 19th century, but what is less well known is 
that Goethe had a keen interest in science. He was especially 
interested in clouds and entered into correspondence with 
a notable English scientist called Luke Howard, an early 
meteorologist and a Fellow of the Royal Society. Carl regarded 
Goethe’s open-mindedness and unprejudiced description and 
explanation of environmental phenomenon as the forerunner of 
the phenomenological approach. 

Carl was able to stand back and set phenomenology in its 
historical context whether it was its spatial-political context as 
the subject moved from Nazi Germany to France, and the USA, 
or its disciplinary context where he discusses the origins of 
phenomenology in the writings of Husserl, Gurwitsch, Merleau-
Ponty, Schütz and Berger and Luckman. As a PhD student in the 
mid 1970s these were the names that excited me and many of 
my fellow doctoral students. They are not heard so much now, 
having been replaced by Foucault, Bakhtin, Gergen, Potter, 
whose versions of discourse theory have sought to provide new 
ways of seeing and understanding social interaction, relations 
and sense-making.  But for Carl, it was “phenomenologically 
oriented psychology that explicated the spatially and temporally 
articulated situation of the body subject, and that emphasised 
the experiential meaning of places, distances, times and 
relations.” It is noteworthy that Carl includes time – so often time 
as a dimension in spatial and P/E relations is ignored.

Carl saw the interests of phenomenologists and P/E researchers 
complementing each other with 

· the focus of phenomenologists on the recovery of the 
lifeworld, and 

· the growing interest of P/E researchers in the discovery of 
the lifespace.  

For Carl there was an indissoluble relationship between the 
experiencing person and the experienced world. This stands 
in contrast to the Cartesian dualism which lies at the root of 
the origins of psychology and which is still refl ected in much 
of mainstream psychology, even social psychology. People 
should be seen as sense-giving agents, or as I usually express 
it meaning-making rather than meaning-taking actors. Such 
experiential intentionality occupies a place; it is situated and 
it is from where different perspectives are taken. If we want 
to change lifestyles, the everyday behaviours of people, the 
conditions in which people act and are forced to act, then the 
starting point must be the lifeworld in which people live, the 
taken-for-granted world.  

“Taken for grantedness” is a term that has always intrigued me. 
And I think it intrigued Carl. It features in his second interpretation 
of the meaning of lifeworld. The everyday lifeworld is a taken-for-
granted world. It is not so much the objective physical world 
to which people act/react but rather what they perceive to be 
the world. This should not imply that people are somehow naive 

Carl Graumann and the 
“Ecologization” of “Psychology”
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OF CHINESE CITIES: THE CASE STUDY 
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Fei Chen 

University of Strathclyde, 
Department of Architecture.

This doctoral research has considered physical contexts 
and local traditions as a fundamental element in the 

process of place making and focussed in particular on the 
context of Chinese cities, which are currently facing the 
crisis of becoming placeless under the rapid transformation 
brought by large scale urbanisation and globalisation. 
Inspired by both western architectural typology and urban 
morphology theories, the research has established an 
integrated typomorphological approach for Chinese cities, 
aiming to reveal local synchronic types and typological 
processes of particular urban forms, and accordingly, 
generate design suggestions for the local context to 
maintain cultural continuity and create quality urban spaces.

The project has started with an in depth study of the 
concept of place identity and the theories of typology and 
morphology and has used the two to study local contexts 
to make (urban) design more respectful of locality. Place 
identity is an essential quality that a designed space 
should achieve (Bentley et al., 1985, Lynch, 1981, English 
Partnerships, 2000); local traditions play an irreplaceable 

role in forming place identity which is rooted in a space-time 
framework and follows the contours of geography, cultural 
projects, power apparatuses, religion revelation, collective 
memories, personal fantasies and meanings (Castells, 1997). 
Place identity is strongly related to local people’s sense of 
belonging to the place and community membership. It is 
related to people’s own identity: how the place affects the 
way they conceive themselves, or how they imagine it affects 
the way other people conceive them (Watson and Bentley, 
2007). Also the well-being of an individual depends on the 
stable references from the past forms that provide him or 
her with a sense of continuity (Lynch, 1972). Therefore, the 
consideration of local traditions and contexts ought to be 
fundamental in place making.

Chinese cities have a remarkably long and rich history, but 
Chinese urban forms have not been suffi ciently examined. 
Literature on the study of Chinese historical cities 
conducted by both Chinese and overseas scholars has been 
largely descriptive, lacking a comprehensive conceptual 
framework. The research has then studied the local identity 
of Chinese cities using urban design techniques to discover 
the key elements and lasting structural features that have 
encapsulated tradition and locality through the urban 
evolution of Chinese cities.

The research has made three main contributions to the fi eld 
of urban studies. The fi rst one explains the transformation 
of the case study (Nanjing) over time, and so enriches the 
documentary material on Chinese urban morphology. The 
second outcome is design suggestions for salient urban 
elements of Nanjing, which will enable new developments 
to fi t into the local context and achieve cultural sustainability 
through urban design practice and urban policy-making. 
The third outcome is the development of the western 
typomorphology theory as a methodology in a cross-cultural 

The current plot pattern of the 
Eastern Gate Area in Nanjing

The urban fabric of the southern 
city of Nanjing in the 1990s

Florian Kaiser 

Otto Von Guernicke Universitat,

Magdeburg, Germany.

This year, the 8th Biennial Conference on Environmental 
Psychology took place in Zurich, Switzerland. The 

conference was hosted and organized by Heinz Gutscher 
(University of Zurich) and Hans-Joachim Mosler (EAWAG, 
Zurich), and as usual, the conference language was English. 
The conference was the biggest so far, with 226 researchers 
from 24 countries: Germany (27%), Switzerland (23%), the 
UK (10%), the Netherlands (9%), Japan, Thailand, Austria, 
Turkey, Canada, Sweden, Belgium, Italy, Australia, France, 
Hungary, Norway, Poland, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, 
Finland, Romania, Slovenia, and the United States. Once 
again, the conference offered a great opportunity for young 
researchers to present their work – 48% of all participants 
were PhD students.

Caroline Duvier, Otto-von-Guericke University Magdeburg, Germany

Both Heinz Gutscher and Hans-Joachim Mosler opened 
the conference with thought-provoking and welcoming 
speeches. Working in different institutes, they offered 
distinct research perspectives and thus provided a perfect 
opening for a diverse program that followed. The program 
of the conference consisted of 40 sessions with around 
3-5 presentations each. The sessions covered a multitude 
of topics, ranging from virtual reality and simulations of 

restorative environments, environmental decision making, 
conservation and use of regenerative energy sources, human-
based design and architecture, interdisciplinary approaches 
to sustainable consumption, connection to nature over to 
developing interventions to conserve energy and promoting 
certain types of transportation. The conference program 
and the abstracts can be downloaded from: www.sozpsy.
uzh.ch/conference/Program_and_Abstracts.pdf

The offi cial 2009 C.F.-Graumann lecture was delivered 
by Paul Slovic (University of Oregon at Eugene). His talk 
about “Risk as Analysis and Risk as Feeling: Seeking 
Environmental Sensitivity in a World of Data” was highly 
invigorating and passionate. Frances E. Kuo (University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) gave an inspiring 
presentation about “The Role of Green Places and Green 
Views in a Healthy Human Habitat”, and last but not least, 
Wander Jager (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, The Netherlands) 
spiced up the last morning of the conference talking about 
“Can Marketing Save our Environment? A Prospect of 
Using Social Simulation to Understand Environmentally 
Relevant Consumer Behavior”. In order for all participants 
to follow the keynote lectures, another room with live video 
captivation had to be made available.

The conference dinner took place in the rooftop restaurant 
of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), with its 
stunning view over the city of Zurich. The cherry on the pie of 
the evening was a spectacular sunset. During the evening, 
the C.F.-Graumann award was announced. This year, the 
prize went to Katrin Häfner (Friedrich-Schiller University 
Jena, Germany) for her diploma thesis on Existential Threats 
on Environmental Motivation and to Sonja Haustein (Ruhr-
University Bochum, Germany) for her doctoral thesis on 
Personal Determinants on Mobility Behavior and Mobility-
Related Environmental Impacts.

Over the years, the Biennial Conferences on Environmental 
Psychology have established themselves as the European 
venue for presenting and discussing leading environmental 
and conservational psychological research. In 2011, the 
next, the 9th conference will take place at the Eindhoven 
University of Technology, The Netherlands, with the prospect 
of yet another world-class program, helping to make this 
world a better place!

8TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY IN 
ZURICH (SWITZERLAND)
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Dear IAPS members:

As you know, the voting deadline is over, and this is the result of the vote recount and 

the number of votes each candidate received.

The total number of voters was 59 . There is no invalid vote, and this is the result:

Candidates in alphabetical order Votes

Aleya Abdel Hadi  49

Eddie Edgerton  50

Corina Ilin  47

Sigrun Kabisch  44

Petra Schweizer-Ries  42

Clare Twigger-Ros  41

Mohamed Yusoff Abbas  38

According to this result, the elected IAPS Board members are in order of number of 

votes:

Elected members by number of votes Votes

Eddie Edgerton  50

Aleya Abdel Hadi  49

Corina Ilin  47

Sigrun Kabisch  44

Petra Schweizer-Ries  42

Clare Twigger-Ros  41

Congratulations to all the new IAPS Board members, and thank you very much to all 

the candidates for their participation in the election process.

Best regards

Ricardo García Mira & Adina Dumitru

IAPS Elections Committee

IAPS BOARD ELECTIONS - 2010

perspective that can be applied to other Chinese cities, 
helping them to sustain their cultural identities through 
urban design in future development

The research has shifted the emphasis of the design process 
from the existing top-down pattern of decision making to the 
pattern of involving ordinary people in China. In the current 
Chinese design framework, decisions in place making are 
made by either governmental bureaus or professionals with 
very limited input from users. Local users of places hardly 
have access or participate in design processes, causing the 
lack of the environment suitability to their needs and the 
consequent lack of individual user interest in design. The 
methodology for generating design guidance in this project 
has emphasised the study of the form, history, use and 
tradition of a place through the investigation of the evolution 
of urban forms in history and the transformation of users’ 
lifestyles and systems of meanings. 

The study has also shown that typomorphology can help 
developing urban policies and organise management. For 
instance, the scientifi c analysis of local urban morphology 
can result in an accurate defi nition of conservation areas 
in a conservation policy; a complete list of morphological 
features can benefi t landscape management. These topics 
open the direction of future research to make responsive 
and sustainable urban spaces for people.

References:

BENTLEY, I., ALCOCK, A., MURRAIN, P., MCGLYNN, S. & 
SMITH, G. (1985) Responsive Environments: A Manual for 
designers, London, The Architectural Press.

CASTELLS, M. (1997) The Power of Identity, Cambridge, 
Mass, Blackwell.

ENGLISH PARTNERSHIPS (2000) Urban Design 
Compendium. English Partnerships;The Housing 
Corporation.

LYNCH, K. (1972) What Time Is This Place?, Cambridge, MIT 
Press.

LYNCH, K. (1981) Good city form, Cambridge and London, 
MIT Press.

WATSON, G. B. & BENTLEY, I. (2007) Identity by Design, 
Oxford, Elsevier Ltd.

The Inner City of Suzhou 
in Pingjiang Map (1229)
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corridors,and Dongtan/ China(5) are indeed. But Rizhao/
China(6),decoupling(failing to separate economic growth 
from natural environment damage),privacy,and post-
occupancy evaluation are not.Even more so,the person(s) 
who designed and got Chandigarh/India built do get 5 
mentions for us,whilst the person(s) who did Islamabad/
Pakistan get none (although the latter example is very much 
closer to the desired goal of this Report).This latter group of 
people(7) would have us draw a pentagon.Let us do it if you 
wish,adding to each of the 5 points the following 5 elements 
(never mind the sequence): Shelter,Nature,Society,Man-
woman,Networks.Then let us connect each one to all others.
You can also have a go,but as my observations have it I can 
briefl y say that Society is Down whilst Networks are Up.We 
can furthermore focus on Networks alone and consider each 
connection with the other 4 elements.Or translate Shelter 
in terms of sustainability(8) as relating to the other 4.One 
example is the systematic disappearance of street level 
articulations affording semi-private/public activites.What 
form for re-inventing neighbourhoods? In fact that pentagon 
could prove a useful simple common reference--right?

In PLASUC the terms ‘urban planning’,’city planning’,and 
‘town planning’ have the same meaning.This is a Go-
see rather than a How-to Report.True,there is no single 
approach to urban planning,but surely we can carry out 
comparative research (that would further benefi t planning 
education) having located the shared denominators 
between case studies such as in this Report: Lombardy(it
aly),Moshi(Tanzania), Vancouver(Canada),Curitiba(Brazil),Mi
ddlesborough(UK),Kitale(Kenya),Kobe(Japan). And another 
70 to go,tackling monitoring and evaluations,defi ning 
indicators,urban sewage re-cycling,people’s campaign for 
decentralised planning,informal employment,sustainable 
accessibility,master plan,local urban observatory, guidelin
es,challenges,impacts,or creating a walking city,and more.
How is that Baltic States Estonia and Latvia make it for their 
urban development plans to go beyond national borders and 
act in concordance? How is that Mumbai(India) has taken 
the lead in ‘informal’ education on gender and planning? 
How is that the bulk of African planning schools are located 
in Nigeria(has Lagos gone beyond the 10.5 million as 
expected at this time--the fi rst sub-Saharan settlement to 
do so?)? Do we need a WURBO (World Urban Organisation) 
to wear the 3-cornered hat of Organisation-of-space,Policy 
and Legislation? Don’t we in fact need the equivalent of a 
Policy-to-go-to-the-moon (9)?

NOTES

(1) You may check blogs [www.ft.com/copenhagen]
and[www.ft.com/energysource]
(2) In real economy it cannot go on.It is fi nancial speculation 
that had us believe otherwise.
(3) There is a growing De-croissance movement,who 
believe we should Go-back on economic growth lifestyles: 
simplify,adopt sustainable behaviour,more free time.
(4) In the late 1970s-early 1980s city-wide experiments had 
taken place in USA where a variety of telecommunications 
issues had concentrated on cable TV networks.In opposition 
to the 2-way interactive Reading system,the Columbus Ohio 
2-way response system had you participate through the 
choices you made as home-based consumer,whilst a set of 
computers were scanning all subscribers and noting those 
choices to have you pay for them.The concluding graph I had 
drawn at the time was that the better use of that system,the 
greater the privacy abuse potential.
As we all know the world did soon after ‘choose’ to go the 
Columbus way--this concerning PLASUC,is very unfortunate 
since sustainable cities need sustainable societies to run 
them.
(5) Mid-October information received says the project has 
been abandoned.True?
(6) My Emailed enquiries have got no response.
(7) The latter are referred to (whereas the former aren’t) 
in J.Brian Mcloughlin’s Urban and Regional Planning--A 
Systems Approach,Faber papercover Editions,1969.
J.Br.Mcl.reminds us that it is perhaps signifi cant that one 
of the great sources of inspiration for physical planners 
was bio9logist Patrick Geddes whose major work in 1915 
Cities in Evolution,got a revised edition edited by Jacqueline 
Tyrwitt, London, 1949.He goes on suggesting(40 years ago) 
that the ‘image of planning in the future must be drawn not 
so much from building as from gardening’--this may sound 
cryptic to the reader,because of the way I put it but he does 
go on to explain.
(8) In fact we need more in the Index besides Sustainable-
growth/goals/ infrastructure/planning edu/tensions/urban 
devpt.Something to match the extensive descriptive 
vocabulary in the Arctic Archipelago of what we bluntly call 
‘snow’.
(9) The interested reader (and the UN-Habitat in 
Nairobi,kenya--see Exec Director Ms Anna Kajumulo 
Tibaijuka) could for instance check ‘The Decision to Go to 
the Moon: Project Apollo and the National Interest’.Author 
John Logsdon,M.I.T. Press,1970 ,ISBN 0-262-12033-X 
(hardcover).I had checked on it myself as I had landed onto 
the Massachussetts Institute of Technology(I went for 1 year 
and stayed for 7).
Its president at the time was Jerome Wiesner.As an M.I.T. 
scientist J.W.had been invited by JFK to head a task 
force (one of Kennedy’s 29 on all national policy issues) 
to focus on space policy.Their report (The N.Y.Times 
printed on 1961 January 12 an unclassifi ed version) listed 
5 principal motivations for going to the Moon: Prestige, 
National security,Scientifi c observations/experiments,Non-
military applications,and International cooperation.This last 
motivation,I suggest,could become the primary motivation 
to a similar task force following COP-15.

SHOULDN’T WE GLOBALISE URBAN 
PLANNING?

Dr Mit Mitropoulos       
 

Laboratory of Environmental 
Psychology, CNRS UMR 8069, 
Paris Descartes University, France 
/ Social Studies Program Manager, 
Foundation Médéric Alzheimer, 
France.

Planning Sustainable Cities--Global Report on Human 
Settlements 2009.UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat).

Earthscan,London <earthinfo@earthscan.co.uk> [www.
earthscan.co.uk] Tel:+44 (0)20 7841 1930 ,Fax:+44 (0)20 
7242 1474.Paperback ISBN:978-1-84407-899-8, Hardback 
ISBN: 978-1-84407-898-1.You may also contact UN-Habitat 
in Nairobi ,Tel:+254 20 762 3120.

Planning Sustainable Cities(PLASUC) is a Report 
40 years overdue.It is a very well structured effort to 
redefi ne Planning in the urgency caused by extremely 
rapid urbanisation,poverty,informal settlements see 
slums,networking,and the end of treating planet Earth like a 
24/24 hours supermarket.It comes at a time of others forced 
to redefi ne economics.And myself suggesting we encourage 
Architecture(in addition to its shelter basics) to be taught 
only as ‘Urban Architecture’.Plus that the term ‘city’ could 
be used for historical purposes only(an example from my 
experience,Tokyo is not a city).Plus that new aesthetics 
should be decoupled from market-propelled art(especially 
when tied up to the new technologies we urgently need to 
humanise). PLASUC suffers an unfortunate front cover (sorry 
Susanne,but just one example of comparative research 
would have done the job--for instance),and  even worse,it 
gets repeated 6 more times along the as many Parts of 
the contents.Each Part effectively gets its own Concluding 
Remarks and Notes.Part VI is a most useful Statistical 
Annex, where the warning ‘cross-country comparisons 
should be made with caution’,indicates one diffi culty for the 
comparative research we badly need--defi nitions of Urban 
are generally national defi nitions,and they do vary even 
within the same country(China 1994 was 20% urban,then 
jumps to 43% by 1996). Figures, Boxes and Tables are 
numerous and very handy,as they always are in UN-Habitat 
Reports.One thing missing in this small-print 300-pages 
21X29 cm Report are Contact Persons at least to some of 
the consultants and advisers(at least the on-site ones),and 
authors of background papers(at least a choice attached 
to a few of the issues).We need to enquire on a few local 
details,and share one question amongst them all: Are you 
having in mind a call for an international urban planning 
policy?

Externalities are strongly implied in PLASUC.They are part 
of the current shared awareness of the interconnections in 

our world,meaning the Complexity we live in.For instance 
in the context of the Copenhagen conference(1) Unilever 
announced stopping buying oil from PT Smart of Indonesia 
in response to Greenpeace allegations that they were 
destroying forests. Unilever also estimated that for every 1 
tonne of greenhouse gas it emits from its own operations,its 
suppliers emit 10,and customers emit 30-60 when using 
its products.To draw one example from my village where I 
am writing this from,when we have the front of our village 
home repainted,it is a pleasure (+ve externalities are fewer) 
to those having dinner in the restaurant in front and below 
our place.On the other hand,the variety of activities of the 
person running that restaurant have been for years affecting 
the welfare of the neighbours as individuals,and of the 
village community especially in the long run(the very many 
-ve externalities).However the community had been almost 
soliciting those activities for the most part illegal,all in the 
name of Economic growth.On the other hand it is true that 
the most commonly used mechanism for ensuring that 
individuals,fi rms, organisations and communities do account 
for theeffects of their actions has been the market.But as 
we collectively now know,it is the marketplace externalities 
themselves that have led us to COP-15 in Copenhagen 
end-of-2009.Myself I admit having avoided telling the 
restaurateur(and the sequence of the village mayors),how he 
has been tampering with the Global Commons,such as the 
Earth’s atmosphere and the oceans connected to the sea 
along our coastline--whilst I have been highlighting in the 
local newspaper both part of his illegal business and asking 
the illusion-of-progress question and getting no answer 
even from the local Economic Growth Association.Same 
as with the unplanned extension of the village meaning we 
build our shelter by destroying those of other species.Such 
depletion of stocks of natural resources and accumulation 
of pollutants in the natural environment has shown us that 
being compelled to grow without planning this urban growth 
and ignoring our environmental limits simply won’t do.And 
that Economic growth(2) is not sustainable--learned people 
have told us that as early as before end-of-1969,whilst 
astronauts from their privileged bystander position (that 
would make Archimedes very envious indeed)had provided 
us such photographic proof of Earthrises as our boat travels 
the 3-D cosmic seas and no ship-chandler to call upon for 
extra provisions(3).

Economic growth and poverty are listed in the Index 
of PLASUC.But Externalities and Global Commons are 
not--same with Complexity,or Behaviour(in spite having 
started hearing lately more of Behavioural Economics).It is 
characteristic of our times that CCTV (in the Index referring 
to page 14 and ‘the role of planning in addressing urban 
crime and violence’) is taken to mean Closed Circuit TV 
as surveillance equipment see Coaxial Cable TV,and not 
the early 1980s abbreviation for Community Cable TV 
that meant participation as citizen access that the lady-
mayor of Reading Pa (4) had termed “bad TV but great 
community”. Community, participation,and monitoring are 
Indexed.Relationships,society,nature and networks(call 
them what you like but you’ve got to have them) are not.
City centres,cultural diversity,international agencies,urban 
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published by A. Loos, during 1912, which ran counter 
to any formal rhetoric devoid of functional content, 
and which was to result in the optimal functioning of a 
machine created for living in an emergent, industrialized 
society. 

Different architectonic approaches would bring these 
German architects to the United States. Through their 
teachings, an elite group composed of Philip Johnson, 
M. Pei, Bertrand Goldberg, Tigerman, and Helmut 
Jhan would be formed. They gave a boost to American 
architecture during the second half of the Twentieth 
Century.    

Harvard, with Gropius, mainly teaches social architecture, 
far removed from technologies; On the other hand, in 
Chicago, Mies is an architect of business structures-they 
have nothing speculative about them, according to one 
of his disciples, James Freed, who today is an associate 
of another of Gropius’ former students, M.Pei.

Albers runs an artists’ colony at Back Mountain. 
Architects and writers work within the framework of a 
unique experience. And Moholy Nagy teaches how to 
study space, light, art, and kinetics. 

Meanwhile, in Spain, because of its isolation, its 
architectural phenomenon is still far removed from 
these infl uences, at least in real time, as happens 
nowadays. The socio-political and economic future, 

serving as the conditioning fi lter for all its architecture 
during of the second half of the Twentieth Century, 
has to be contemplated from the isolated and slowed 
down landscape that was the result of General Franco’s 
regime. But later with the founding of democracy and 
entrance into the European Union, our country was still 
far removed from the European scenario, and the rest of 
the world, for more than thirty years. 

The 1040’s and 1960’s were the most miserable decades 
in Spain, with famine, food shortages, and backward 
industries. There was hardly any sign of institutional 
architecture. These decades were eager for and receptive 
to the fi rst colonies of state-subsidized housing.     

With the creation in 1939 of the I.N.V. [tn: acronym for 
“Instituto de la Vivienda,” which translates as “Housing 
Institute”], 350,000 houses were built between 1944 and 
1954. But this solution only covered 50% of the needs 
of a decimated society that lived in poor conditions, in 
substandard housing, especially rural dwellings.

The Housing Institute’s plan could hardly supply the 
needs of the human droves that were found in the 
outskirts of big cities while they were looking for 
jobs. They represented the most urgent imperatives 
of those groups that were designated as “earmarked 
populations,” around the whole problem of a lack of 
resources and backward industries, which would lead to 
an urgent kind of urbanism. This lead to the creation of a 
discontinuous city, built around open blocks, as opposed 
to the traditional continuity of the old city. Madrid and 
Barcelona basically colonized their cities’ extra radii 
and belts, mixing them in with the few manufacturing 
installations, and coming up with isolated urban groups 
of areas that look lonely and abandoned.    
  
What are known as “Development Projects” include the 
areas adjacent to the limited street network, similar to 
the English “neighbourhood units”, the “hofs” of Vienna, 
or your “siedlungen,” especially those in Berlin.

A Land Law enacted in Spain was meant to apply the 
rules and earmarks for the Modern Movement’s and 
CIAM’s city planning, as derived from the rationalist 
proposals of Europe’s interwar period. 
  
There were references to that European Rationalism in 
the writings of Secundino Zuazo, a great traveller who 
had travelled throughout the continent before 1936. 
This architect, who would have a great infl uence on 
the following generation, and who we’ll refer to again, 
later on, built the “Casa de las Flores” (1930) in Madrid, 
a very popular space, not only as a gathering place for 
writers and poets like Neruda and Alberti. But also, and 
especially, it served as a paradigm for the rationalist 
house, with its courtyards, terraces and porticos.    

HISTORY, TRENDS, AND PROJECTS OF 
CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE IN 
SPAIN 

Arturo Franco Taboada    
 
Faculty of Architecture.
University of A Coruña.

As an introduction, we present the following:

On the long journey that transpires from the Gothic 
period, through the Renaissance, and up till the Modern 
Movement, the “Tratadistas,” or treatise writers, with 
their interpretations of the First Century architect, 
Vitrubio, were searching for “order and rigor.” That’s 
why, without a doubt, they, in the fi rst place, made 
use of Euclidean Geometry, and, in the second place, 
Orthogonal Projections and Perspective, after they were 
discovered during the Fifteenth Century.  

With this giant leap towards a search for order through 
a unifying “Spirit of Reason”, in which conventional 
classicist sources are analyzed and revitalized, in an 
attempt to rationalize them, we construct a scale by using 
the fi gure of Romantic architect, Friederich Schinkel, a 
controversial architect whom Adolf Loos claimed to be 
proto-modern. His American disciples considered him to 
be one of Contemporary Architecture’s less discussed 
predecessors.

Is not out of a feeling of kindness or gratitude towards 
this country that has invited me to give this opening talk 
I am about to present. Today, no one doubts that the 
architecture carried out in the United States during the 
second half of the Twentieth Century was executed under 
the teachings of the Bauhaus architects, who were, in 
turn, F. Schinkel’s disciples.

From Berlin, where he would practice his profession 
during the second half of the Nineteenth Century, he 
would exert a big infl uence on European and American 
architecture, well into the Twentieth Century. His 
indisputable teachings would be recognized by some of 
the big fi gures in American architecture. The Bauhaus 
architects, Gropius, Breuer, Alberts, Moholy Nagy, and 
especially Mies Van der Rohe, all of them coming from 

this country, understood Schinkel’s capacity for transition 
after the last confusing phases of Neoclassicism.  

His strong Mediterranean culture, his allusions to the 
Italian square, and his synthesizing reconstructions of 
the Piazza, by means of snippets of Genius loci, bring 
us, through his precise perspectives, closer to the 
understanding of order and rigor which, devoid of any 
formal rhetoric, will have a very strong infl uence on the 
goals pursued by the Bauhaus architects. 

In an article, Philip Johnson, who, from MOMA, coined 
the terms “International Style” and “Deconstruction” as 
a synthesis of one of his last lectures in Berlin, analyses 
the undeniable connection between Mies Van der Rohe’s 
work and the old master Schinkel’s Charlotemburg 
architecture, and more, etc., in Berlin. He also takes up 
again a 1929’s quote by Behrens, in which he announces, 
referring to the Barcelona pavilion, that “This will be 
someday considered as the most beautiful building of 
the Twentieth Century”. 

In the United States, Mies, Bunshaft, and other 
architects would succeed in convincing their clients that 
their skyscrapers should do without every gratuitous 
decoration, and in creating an architectural culture based 
on Functionalism. Mies initial ideas on glass and steel 
were projected for Weimar-but Philip Johnson was able 
to point out, with humility and recognition, that New York 
is a Miesian city, in the same way that Berlin was marked 
by Schinkel’s stamp. 

Architect Walter Gropius, who founded the art and 
architecture workshop called “Bauhaus” in Weimar 
during 1919, would build in New England, like Mies in 
the Fifties, rationalist, rigorous, and ordered houses, 
demanded by a country that was still emerging from a big 
war. The United States, a rich and powerful country, was 
not ready, in spite of everything, for formalistic fl ourishes, 
and demanded an informed kind of architecture during 
the depressions that occurred between wars. As E. 
Gombrich said, “The Twentieth Century was born with 
the objective of doing away with worries about style and 
decorations, whether they were new or not. “   

The most suitable individuals for developing such a 
large-scale project were the German Bauhaus architects, 
who were obviously infl uenced by the proclamations 
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include more than three hundred projects, most of 
them in La Castellana, which was already directing its 
intentions towards the new Madrid skyline, which today 
fi nally emerges as a date (fi nally!) for the construction of 
skyscrapers.

During the post-war, the country progresses very slowly. 
There are no resources, no industry, and no foreign 
investment. Transport, sport, and cultural infrastructures 
are lacking. Spain is a wide, barren plain when it comes 
to endowments. There will be a high levels of emigration, 
at fi rst to South America, and then to other parts of 
Europe.        
Between 1962 and 1969, a ministry offi ce called “Tourism 
and Information,” supported by the slogan “Spain is 
Different,” provokes an international tourism boom for 
our country that will accelerate the economic evolution 
in a positive way. This ministry proposes and fi nances 
the recovery of important artefacts associated with the 
national historic patrimony, with inconsistent luck: old 
castles, historic hospitals, palaces, etc. The “Red de 
Paradores Nacionales” [tn: national network of state-run 
hotels] is created to offer high quality accommodations 
that could satisfy visitors coming from more developed 
economies: basically, Germany, England, and the Nordic 
countries.  
  
In 1960, there were only two architectural schools in 
Spain. These were in Madrid and Barcelona. Both were 
state-run schools. It was during that decade that the 
school in Madrid possibly had a higher density of names 
listed on their roster, such as would never happen again 
with any other architectural school. I personally had the 
honour of enjoying the teachings of those masters. There 
was Javier Sáez de Oíza, Alejandro de la Sota, Francisco 
de Asís Cabrero, Fernández del Amo, Vázquez de Castro, 
Higueras, Carvajal, Fernández Alba, and more.  Each one 
of them communicated a different way of observing and 
interpreting life the architecture.  

José Antonio Coderch, author of Casa Ugalde and the 
Exhibition Pavilion for the IX Triennial of Milan, teaches 
at the Barcelona school. The ideas of Le Corbusier, in 
relation to apartment units, are to be taught by J. Luis 
Sert, along with GTPAC architects. He creates the fi rst 
white insular homes, which refl ects the Mediterranean 
character of the architecture at that time. 

It was an exceptional, non-nostalgic decade, if we 
compare it to today’s world. We were not a rich country, 
but one in development, so this sense of rigor and 
rationality was customary in our professors’ ideas. On 
the other hand, there were some sectors in which other 
forms of creativity, based on “cultural emergence,” found 
a place, especially during the second half of the sixties. 
These years already brought about a substantial offering 
of great substance of personality: concerts, lectures, 
plays and exhibitions took place, on a daily basis, at 
university colleges.

News about architecture came with that unforgettable 
magazine “Nueva Forma,” which was a pioneer in the 
fi eld. 

From the Madrid school, we used to monitor the city’s 
works: “Gimnasio Maravillas” by architect Alejandro de 
la Sota; The admirable and lively, even today, “Palacio 
de Cristal de la Feria del Campo,” by my great teacher, 
Francisco Cabrero; And the Rationalist trade union 
building, “Torres Blancas”, a phalanstery of admirable 
geometrical complexity, Oíza’s revelation, in collaboration 
with the brilliant avant-garde analyst and critic, Daniel 
Fullaondo. “Torres Blancas,” an emblem along the 
route to Barajas Airport, announced the solid and well-
rounded piece of “Banco de Bilbao” that Oiza would plan 
for La Castellana, years later; Fernández del Amo’s new 
settlements, and then later, there was the wild attempt 
with “Torre de Valencia,” at Puerta de Alcalá, thanks 
to the all-embracing skills of an architect. All these 
works, and many others, like the religious buildings of 
Fisac, or the early projects of Corrales y Molezúm, were 
architectures of very high standards-it was customary to 
talk about them in the corridors or at “Bar de Julián,” the 
schools gathering spot. That competitiveness was a clear 
warning which reminded us that projects and practicing 
the profession were a long-distance undertaking, in 
addition to the fact that the architect population was 
beginning to become more crowded. In any case, being 
an architect in the Spain of the sixties meant a ticket into 
the university elite, and into the higher social groups.  

During the seventies, Spain experienced a second 
emigration movement into the rest of Europe. 
Nevertheless, the arrival of foreign visitors would 
increase progressively, and would lead to an inclusion, in 
the work force, of those who had emigrated, especially 
during the summer seasons. This massive growth of 
foreign groups would help develop many villages, most 
of them in Baleares, Costa del Sol, and Levante. But it 
but would also contribute to the transformation of those 
repressed and unpleasant habits of the Spanish society 
that were imbued with a false Puritanism, and general 
cultural backwardness. A fast evolution and macro-
urbanization comes about in the small fi shing villages, 
whose locations are privileged in terms of weather. This 
favours the entrance of foreign currencies that, in spite 

There is an expressive quote from the fi fties regarding 
architecture: “Very affordable, anonymous, spontaneous 
and sincere”. Its author, architect José Luis Fernández 
del Amo, was referring here to the colonized villages 
like Villalba de Calatrava, San Isidro de Albatera and 
Vegaviana. This latter was built in 1954 in Cáceres and 
was internationally recognized. All of them formed part of 
the ministerial “Devastated Regions” program. 

As an analyst of contemporary European artistic avant-
gardism, Fernández del Amo applied his plastic studies to 
his discreet and integrated colonies, whose architecture 
“comes out of life, from service to reality, and from Man’s 
needs.” Del Amo, J.A. Coderch and Miguel Fisac tried 
to recover the rationalist European modernity postulates 
which, in a certain kind of way, would later also be 
subjected to fi nancial diffi culties.      

Throughout all this time, arising from doubts and 
tensions, as occurs with every transition between 
tradition and modernity, an unsettling kind of world was 
appearing in Europe, one that was nostalgic for an old 
kind of classicism. A metaphysical universe that will 
defi ne architecture as an unfi nished mystery of hectic 
and melancholic places, empty and lonely railway 
spaces, full of arcades whose incomplete arches cast 
elongated shadows during sunset. The paintings of 

metaphysical artists from the 1900’s, like Giorgio de 
Quirico, Carrá, Morandi, will strongly infl uence the period 
between the wars in Europe by giving a transcendental 
stamp to the architecture that, even with no formalism, 
harboured a symbolic high density that will be employed 
by the Fascism, through its impacting and pretentious 
expressions.

Some of its architects, like Terragni and Gardella in Italy, 
had their Spanish counterparts like Feduchi, Zuazo, 
and Cabrero. The construction work for the “Nuevos 
Ministerios” administrative complex was fi nished in 
1942. Although it was planned and started by Zuazo in 
1933, it would then be managed by architects who were 
friends of the new regime. They would change part of 
the original brick project into granite. The infl uence of 
Rationalism, and especially sobriety, would be refl ected 
in this outright volumetry, to a certain extent based on 
the Escorial, which was built over an old racetrack. This 
opened the expansion of Madrid towards the north, 
along the Paseo de la Castellana.  

For years, the expansion of Madrid came up to the 
Nuevos Ministerios. The rest was a high plateau inhabited 
by fl ocks and herds. In the future, the most emblematic 
artery of the city’s contemporary architecture would run 
through there. Secundino Zuazo’s long career would 
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The great importance of this thrust towards tourism, 
the arrival of foreign currencies, and the money that 
came from emigration helped pick up a depressed 
economy and stimulated the development of backward 
industries. It’s the time of Development Projects, of the 
reappearance of foreigner investors who will fund a new 
generation of hotels. 

“El Sol de España” was the ruling slogan for the marketing 
involved with housing and hotels. The hotel offers in the 
Baleares Islands was a pioneering move in Europe in 
that it created a network of managed lodgings, starting 
in the sixties that changed the destinies of Greece and 
Italy to that of Spain. The affl uence of European tourists 
increased, geometrically, so that, currently, the number 
of visitors per year amounts to 40,000,000. 

Economic recovery fi nally occurred during the seventies 
and eighties decades, but with barely relevant architectural 
production, apart from a couple of exceptions: “Hotel 
Las Salinas,” in Lanzarote, by Francisco Higueras, and 
Benibeca’s tourist settlement, planned by Francisco 

J. Barba Corsini, which, with the passing of time, has 
become an “object of desire” through its example as 
a fortunate and respectful intervention on the Spanish 
coastline. 

Democracy spreads the political game. Autonomous 
governments are created in the historical communities of 
Galicia, the Basque Country, and Cataluña. Parties arise 
out of multi-shaped policies and ideologies, throughout 
the municipalities–some of them have autonomous 
tendencies, others assign themselves to the leanings 
of the State. That transformation will lead to permanent 
competition between the different ideologies, which will 
bring about very helpful results for architecture.

The European Union contributes with FEDER and 
FEOGA funds. The resulting economic well-being meant 
a breath of fresh air for the Spanish architecture, with 
this advent of a generous sponsor for the entire country. 
The European funds will be respected mediators in the 
architectural realm. Architects working on institutional 
projects enjoyed enough freedom and respect to develop 
their ideas.  

The autonomous governments underscore the differential 
fact; the Spanish democracy’s municipalities decide to 
compete, even by quietly proceeding with the contracting 
of international stars that would create luxury buildings 
pieces in Spain’s cities. Architecture in the regional 
outskirts, which decentralize the creator’s architecture, 
is personalized.   

The 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona brought Arata 
Isozaki to Spain, who surprised us with an unusual piece 
of modernity and technology, unlike any other at that 
time, in our small architectural park. The Palau Sant Jordi 
sports stadium, which cans seat 17,000 spectators, 
marked a starting point. From then on, every Spanish 
city has also wanted an emblematic place. Architecture 
began to yield political gains, so it became necessary to 
invest in it. In 1995, Richard Meier will be the fi rst from the 
“Five Architects” groups that will burst into the run-down 
Gothic Quarter with one of his immaculate buildings. 
With MACBA, the “Art Building” group in Spain, very 
neglected until then, would start all over again, as a new 
family.

In 1996, the Guggenheim cultural centre opened its doors 
in Bilbao, increasing the “effect” started by both the 
Museum of Contemporary Art and Barcelona’s Olympic 
Palau. This effect would expand to all of the democratic 
nation’s town councils.

In 1998 I was able to visit Frank Gehry’s exhibit for the 
New York Guggenheim Museum, at MOMA. Surrounded 
by an enormous display of media, the exhibit told about 
the recent opening of Bilbao’s museum and cultural 
centre, through a redeeming speech: a big wall showing 

of an unpredictable (at that moment) 
ecological cost, will help developing 
over the coming decades. Enclaves 
like Costa del Sol (Torremolinos) or 
Levante (Benidorm) will represent the 
paradigm of this urban metastasis 
that will fi ll up the coastline with a high 
density of buildings, which today, is 
deleterious to these areas.

But many towns in Costa Brava, 
Alicante, and fi nally, Almería will 
follow in their footsteps. In 1990, a 
strip of barely 50 meters along the 
southern and eastern coast of the 
country was saturated with temporary 
rental homes. Statistical data from 
the nineties, and publications like 
Your Home in Spain, published by 
Norwegian essayist and tour manager, 
Per Svenson, reveal that the properties 
of foreigner residents in the country 
exceeded, at that time, the 3 million 
secondary foreigner residences.

Such important residential growth 
brings with it an increase in vacation 
stays on the part of people coming 
from the same countries, and 
increases the hotel market offers. 
The entire Spanish southeast coast, 
the Canary Islands and Baleares, 
registered extraordinary growth when 
it comes to vacation hotels, resorts, 
small city hotels, and more.

the “Guernica,” and some frames of Sam Woods’ For 
Whom The Bells Tolls suggested the confusing idea 
of the saving role of culture that is established inside 
of a convulsed environment, by a vindictive kind of 
nationalism.       

The outbreak of this voluptuous deconstruction by 
the Guggenheim Museum happened to cheer up the 
melancholy song about the Nervión estuary that runs 
through a very decayed post-industrial city. Right away, 
the emblematic titanium sculpture would demonstrate 
its commercial and regenerationist possibilities, as part 
of urban design. And, in any case, its creator, himself, 
attributed high iconic value to it.

Norman Foster soon planned the underground for the 
city of Bilbao. Then came Isozaki, with a complex of 
towers, and Zaha Hadid, with the new city of Zorrozaurre. 
And fi nally, there is a footbridge designed by Santiago 
Calatrava, which was just inaugurated. 

Between 1998 and 2006, Calatrava built the “City of Arts 
and Sciences” in Valencia. The engineer and architect 
catapulted himself to the Malmö skyscrapers, and then 
towards the North American scene. Today, the organicist 
analysis of his contortionist architectonic visions has 
been highly successful in the United States.    

In 1999, Peter Eisenman, researcher in the area of new 
geometries, and Giusepe scholar, working with Derrida 
on the Chaos Theory, and René Thom’s mathematical 
modulations, designed the “City of Culture” in Santiago 
de Compostela, to which he would apply a Folding 
made of stone obtained from the quarries of Galicia. 
Meanwhile, “Author Architectures” are strewn all over 
Spain.  Foster designs Collserola Tower in Barcelona, 
Bilbao’s Underground, and one of the skyscrapers of 
the new Business Area of Madrid (for Bank Caja Madrid, 
which brings to Spain the traditional British domain of 
steel, the High-Tech that would open the door to both 
Grimshaw, after using it in the building of Fundación de la 
Caja de Ahorros in La Coruña, and Rogers, with Madrid’s 
Barajas Airport, in association with Lamela’s studio, and 
the Hospitalet Hesperia Hotel. 

Isozaki, in Barcelona, La Coruña and Bilbao, offers us 
the legacy of masters like Tange. He balances the violent 
tension of other architectures in Spain with the sobriety 
of his dark and silent style, referenced by the author in 
Tanizaki’s theories on light and shadows, at the time that 
he also opens the door to the youngest Japanese: Toyo 
Hito in Torrevieja, and Kazuyo Segima, in Valencia’s IVAN. 

In Madrid, French architect Jean Nouvel intervenes with 
the concept of illusion that creates ambiguity between 
interior and exterior, with refl ections and transparencies, 
and has just a bit of critical success. Tested in Paris with 
the Cartier Foundation, it does not appear to have got 
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the enlargement of Reina Sofía Hotel right-neither is he 
able to with the horrendous “computer colours palette” 
he chooses to apply to Puerta de America Hotel. Both of 
these buildings are in the capital. But later, in Barcelona, 
his Agbar Tower, for the water company, takes up again 
the eagerness of many cities to raise the skyline. The 
Atelier Nouvel is also planned for Santiago, Ibiza, and 
more.

In Álava, Frank Gehry repeats his obsession for refl ecting 
the era’s movement with his statuesque architectures. 
Declared enemy of the M.M. box style, he builds Alavesa, 
a hotel-winery, in La Rioja, choosing a style faithful to 
that initiated in Bilbao and New York. In 1993, Siza 
Vieira, in Santiago de Compostela, inaugurates CGAI, 
the Meteorological Centre at Barcelona’s Olympic 
Village, the Rectory of Alicante’s University, the Campus 
of Journalism and Bonaval Gardens, and more. English 
architect David Chipperfi eld debuts in Spain with a 
summer family house in the Galician village of Corrubedo. 
Today he works in Valencia at the American Cup’s main 
headquarters building, “Vels el vents”. 

In Spain, we know about these architects because of the 
following specialized magazines: El Croquis, AV, Pasajes, 
A+U, Vía Construcción, etc. 

The modality of competitions, taken up on the last years 
by the Architects Associations, with the good intention of 
sharing out the work, has succeeded in producing very 
positive results for Spanish architecture. At the same time, 
this helps improve our country’s international recognition 
because of the increase in professional prestige. Rafael 
Moneo, Ricardo Bofi ll, Enric Miralles, along with Carme 
Pinós, Benedetta Tagliabague compete with illustrious 
foreign guests. But there are also those others who 
emerge after a previous selection through a competition: 
Manuel de las Casas, Cruz y Ortíz, Piñón y Vilaplana, 
L. LLinás, Mateo, Ferrater, Perea, De la Hoz, Noguerol, 
Gallego, Bayón, Ábalos y Herreros, Consuegra, Patxi 
Mangado, Tuñón y Mansilla, and more.

The decreasing interest in ornamentation, so devoutly 
encouraged by the M.M., has survived after post-
modernity, having acceptance especially in the Spanish 
architecture of the plateau (School of Madrid), and some 
of the outskirts. But we think that was just a legacy 

of the Herrerian and mathematical rigor of El Escorial, 
an infl uence that was, oddly enough, brought in by an 
architect king, Felipe II, inspired by the rationalist Milan 
de Filarete General Hospital.  

Terence Riley, while presenting the last exhibit on 
Spanish contemporary architecture, ON SITE, at MOMA, 
talked about “pragmatism” while referring to this kind 
of Cartesian architecture, to differentiate it from the 
aesthetic idealism of Cataluña and the Mediterranean. 
And he did this by digging up F. Lloyd Wright, who was 
both a functionalist and pragmatic. Post-modernism 
arrogance, which was haughtily brought to bear over the 
MM, and dignifi ed by R. Venturi’s writings, underlines, 
at least provisionally, the ephemeral decrepitude of 
ornamentation, of the symbol constituted of mythologies. 

Contemporary Spanish architectures, introduced at the 
MOMA in 2006, pointed to slight breakaways towards 
Formalism, when it came to the work of certain architects 
selected for this exhibition. The studio of Iñaki Abalos 
and Juan Herreros practiced its avowed vocation for 
skyscrapers with pieces like “Tower and Offi ce”, with its 
Woermann Tower in Las Palmas, a building that at once 
makes us think of its master, Oíza. The exhibition also 
showed Barcelona’s Santa Caterina Market, which is an 
example of the formal aestheticism of the Catalonian 
tradition, consecrated by Gaudí.  Enric Miralles’ and 
Benedetta Tagliabague’s project is wrapped up in an 
undulating roof and glazed ceramic coating. Multi-
coloured carpet shows through windows that open out 
onto the square.  

Calatrava, from his New York studio, makes some 
Formalist pieces in Spain. His footbridge in Bilbao, 
and his Cultural Centre in Oviedo, replicate his special 
sense of structural Formalism, together with his ongoing 
research into the plastic possibilities for big bone gear 
teeth machinery, based on the animal kingdom. This was 
also of interest to European fi gures like Van Berkel.

In the rest of the country, architects Tuñón y Mansilla 
won the Mies Van der Rohe prize for their project for 
the MUSAC in León. Elías y Torres won the “Castilla La 
Mancha” prize for his ascending ramp in Toledo.

Since 1996, a stay in Pamplona which turned into a 
kind of “evangelical mission,” enabled Javier Carvajal 
(architect from the ETSAM) to create a school of devout 
and passionate followers. From those scholarly lessons, 
projects like the Faculty of Social Sciences, by I. Vicens 
and Ramos would come up, but also the most of the early 
works of Patxi Mangado, and some sanitary buildings 
by other younger Navarran architects, like Fernando 
Tabuenca. After those initial rigorous, Cartesian works of 
the nineties, some of the most daring architects took a 
cautious step into a greater kind of formal freedom. In 
the exhibition, the MOMA gathered together, as well, the 

interesting work of the group made up of Artengo, Denis, 
and Pastrana. From the Canary Islands, they collect 
and interpret volcanic materials and their symbolism, in 
a way following sculptor Manrique Lanzarote’s idea of 
respecting the territory. 

That architecture born in the laboratory inside of which 
Chicago converted itself, after the fi re, lead the Hyatt 
family to the creation of the Pritzker prize. Twelve of 
the winners took part in Spanish architectural projects 
over the last twenty-fi ve years. Three of are building 
their towers in Paseo de la Castellana (Madrid). Spain 
keeps on inviting the big players. Today, Oscar Niemeyer 
is fi nishing his last building in Avilés. His untiring 
passion reminds us of what he learnt from Le Corbusier: 
“Architecture is Invention;” it’s only in that creativity 
where the interest resides.

One last remark about a curious intervention taking place 
in Madrid. The recent and relative economic opulence 
at times is giving birth to whimsical nonsense about 
“the new rich, like as is the case with the Puerta de 
America Hotel experiment, which makes us think of a 
loss of credibility, in general, regarding the sincerity of 
architecture that is designed nowadays. 

This hotel’s investment inventiveness could even be 
damaged, as an exercise of the School, because it 
is restricted and determined. Fourteen well-known 
architects are invited to compete, as a kind of connection 
between the different identities.  We consider that 
experience to be revealing and unsuccessful. It certainly 
surprises and disappoints that architects who have 
created fi rst-rate buildings pieces offer themselves up to 
“the creation of a brand image” so that each of them 
can play a part with each fl oor of the building, resulting 
in an intervention determined by the typology of a 
conventional hotel fl oor: a main corridor on every fl oor, 
with rooms facing both sides, developed for a ten-story 
building. It is about converting architecture into a patina 
of style, thanks to the possibilities that come about from 
materials like Corian or steel.

Such frivolous exercises, plus suspicions about the dying 
out of architecture due to the unlimited possibilities of 
technology over materials, present us with serious 
doubts about the discipline’s future viability as an 
intellectualized practice. 

Spain, along with Europe, Japan, China, etc., has a 
“date,” once again, with skyscrapers, something like a 
new “terminal station” of architecture that the United 
States already passed through during the thirties. The 
four skyscrapers erected in La Castellana (Madrid) 
again emphasize the fi delity of Spanish architecture to 
the Bauhaus masters, through its most conspicuous 
students: a few years ago, Minouro Yamasaki put up 
Picasso Tower over Castellana, and Philip Johnson, the 
Kio Towers. Today. M. Pei is constructing one of the 
new towers, and Norman Foster is working on the Caja 
Madrid Tower. 

After so much experimentation trying to fi nd out how 
to optimize typologies, one asks, along with Bertrand 
Goldberg, what is going to happen now? 

Spain is now equipped with arms: auditoriums, sports 
centres, hospitals, libraries, museums, cultural centres, 
surfside boardwalks, and more. We assume the response 
that Kenneth Frampton makes to that question: we’re 
at the end of the millennium and we’re through with 
the experiments. Spain, like the most of the more 
developed countries, has already introduced ecology 
and sustainability into its laws and regulations related to 
architecture. The feeling is that these conditions will, at 
the least, lead to lawsuits, while less polluting materials 
and their constructive uses will not be not looked into.  

As far as our country is concerned, we thank you for 
your support. We have “done our homework” and 
provided ourselves with the necessary infrastructures. 
In any event, I invite you to come to Spain, to judge for 
yourselves.  

Thank you very much. 
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WELCOME LETTER

of Latin America she will plead 
for safe human habi-tats as a 
human right. 

Within 15 symposia, 33 
sessions and two fl ash 
presentation sessions the 
participants will present their 
new fi ndings and research 
results, discuss innovative 
methodological ap-proaches, 
and shape new interrelations. 
A panel discussion with 
participants from research 
and regional planning 
institutions including the 
European Research Council 
will deal with the challenges 
of environmental research 
between scientifi c excellence 
and practice orientation. 

According to a good tradition 
of the IAPS-conferences, the 
fi rst two days are dedicated 
to a Young Researcher’s 

Workshop. 43 PhD-students will use the chance to present 
their pre-liminary results and discuss them with international 
experts in their discipline.

To get some insights in the cityscape of Leipzig and the 
surroundings, the conference par-ticipants are invited 
to take part in one of six thematic excursions (for further 
information see chapter “Thematic excursions”). 

Next to the interesting scientifi c programme of the 
conference, there are a number of social events and 
cultural highlights as well as a selection of historical sites 
which might be of great interest. The social events include 
the reception by the Mayor of Leipzig who will welcome 
all participants on Tuesday evening in the impressive Old 
Town Hall. And don’t miss the organ recital in the St. Nicolai 

church, a very special offer in the course of the conference 
on Wednesday evening. One day later, everyone is invited 
to join the delicious conference din-ner at the world famous 
Auerbachs Keller - with a special surprise waiting. Please 
note that for a reliable organisation of this unique experience 
a prior reservation via the online registra-tion is requested! 
The charge of the conference dinner amounts to 35 Euro 
only. 

Furthermore, there is a selection of interesting historical 
sites and signifi cant institutions you would like to know more 
about, such as the Wilhelm Wundt Museum of the University 
of Leipzig, dedicated to the “father of experimental 
psychology”.

No matter for what social event and / or sightseeing you go 
for, we hope you will enjoy and look back on your stay with 
fond memories.

For further information please have a look at the website: 
www.iaps2010.ufz.de

I’m looking forward to welcome you soon in Leipzig,

Prof. Dr. Sigrun Kabisch
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ
Leipzig, Germany

WELCOME LETTER

On behalf of the scientifi c 
and the organising 
committee I would like 
to cordially invite you 
to attend the 21st IAPS 
conference which will 
take place in Leipzig, 
Germany, from 27 June to 
2 July 2010. It is a great 
pleasure for the Helmholtz 
Centre for Environmental 
Research-UFZ to 
welcome conference 
participants from more 
than 50 countries. The 

VULNERABILITY, RISK AND COMPLEXITY: 
IMPACTS OF GLOBAL CHANGE ON HUMAN HABITATS

conference venue will be the “Leipziger Kubus”, the new 
conference centre at the campus of the UFZ. We can an-
nounce that the Prime Minister of the Free State of Saxony 
has taken over the patronage of the conference. 

In accordance with the IAPS mission the conference 
has chosen the ambitious title “Vulner-ability, Risk and 
Complexity: Impacts of Global Change on Human Habitats”. 
It will address the study of the interrelations between the 
social, the built, and the natural environment as well as the 
impacts on them by what is called ‘global change’. This 
includes climate impacts, environmental risks, but also new 
demographic challenges and uneven economic develop-
ments. Human habitats are facing social, economic, man-
made, natural, and climate-induced risks, and they are 
vulnerable to a variety of crises and stresses. 

These new and complex challenges encourage looking 
for new scientifi c approaches direct-ing to comprehensive 
and integrative problem solutions helping to strengthen 
local and social resilience. Hence, sophisticated theories, 
innovative methods, and appropriate empirical foundations 
are needed. Research should ideally integrate the social, 
natural and engineer-ing or planning sciences as well as 
architecture and should work in a transdisciplinary man-
ner. The conference will focus primarily in urban areas and 
regions which have to cope with processes of simultaneous 
shrinkage and growth.

The contributions will address the following essential 
questions: 
• What does global change imply locally for people-

environment relations? 
• Vulnerable places and vulnerable people: How do climate, 

environmental, demo-graphic and economic changes 
interact?

• Are cities specifi c ‘risk habitats’ in the course of global 
change, and are they espe-cially affected? 

• How can be ensured the liveability and functionality of 
human habitats under the con-ditions of global change? 

We are overwhelmed by the huge amount of abstracts 
we received according to the call for papers. Obviously, 
the conference topic is of high relevance. After the review 
procedure we can offer a very interesting programme 
showing various facets of people-environment stud-ies. We 
will carry out two hour events which allow presentations and 
discussions. The con-ference includes symposia, sessions, 
fl ash presentation sessions, a panel discussion, a poster 
exhibition, and a special memorial lecture dedicated to 
Rikard Küller. 

Three well-known keynote speakers will introduce exciting 
topics. The architect Robert Adam (London) will refl ect on 
the interrelations between architecture and global change. S. 
Harris Ali (Toronto) will give a talk about infectious diseases 
as new risks for human habitats. Mark Pelling (London) will 
discuss chances for adaptation to global environmental 
change in urban Latin America. As a special speaker we can 
announce Alicia Bárcena Ibarra, the Executive Secretary of 
the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC, Santiago de Chile). Using the example 

Prof. Dr. Sigrun Kabisch
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THEMATIC EXCURSIONS

1. From a former mining district to a 
recreation area

Leipzig can look back on a long and rich historical tradition; 
however the more recent history is also marked by ruptures. 
These will be able to be experienced, for example in the 
outskirts of the city, where large scale open cast lignite mining 
was carried out for many decades. After the closure of most 
of the open cast mines a lake landscape is in the process 
of creation, which is transforming the crater landscape into 
a unique recreational area. The tour of the south of Leipzig 
shows the individual phases of the development: an open 
cast mine still in use, a lake in the process of being fl ooded, 
and a fi nished new lake. 

2. Reurbanisation processes in the former 
working class district

The inner city of Leipzig, originating mainly from the 19th 
century, was marked for decades by a lack of investment, 
decay, and poor living conditions. After the revolution in the 
autumn of 1989 and the German reunifi cation a year later, 
wide reaching redevelopment measures were carried out. 
For example an old working and industrial district was able 
to be saved from decay. After a long phase of population 
loss and over-ageing, young people and families are moving 
into this district again and have introduced a process of 
reurbanisation. The tour to the west of Leipzig shows this 
process through the use of examples and makes it possible 
to experience the stages on the way to reurbanisation. 

3. Greening of inner-urban brownfi elds and 
new design concepts

The way of dealing with many derelict areas, which arose 
during de-industrialisation, is the theme of the tour in 
the east of Leipzig. On the one hand this area shows a 
concentration of derelict areas, on the other hand it is 
characterised by a lack of open- and green spaces. Through 
a comprehensive new planning and design concept a new 
green corridor has been laid down through the formerly 
densely populated quarter. Through this new green spaces 
arise, which can be used by different social groups. With the 
change of use of former commercial and living areas new 

The IAPS conference is well known for its excursions – which also is the case this year. Referring to the main topic of the 
conference, the organisers have endeavoured to arrange six thematically interesting excursions, which allow not only insights 
into the social, historical, and political development of Leipzig, but also into its urban ecological development. Each tour follows 
its own theme and leads into another district of the city, to its outskirts as well as to the world-renowned Bauhaus Dessau.  

Although there are only few places available for the bus tour to the Bauhaus Dessau, reservations can still be made for the other 
excursions.  

options have been followed, for instance “nature for a time” 
or “urban woodland”. The tour leads past examples of these 
new green spaces. 

4. Demolition and upgrading in a prefab 
housing-district  

Apart from the buildings from the Wilhelminian time, large 
high rise areas from the socialist era form one of the 
important building types in Leipzig. In 1989 over 30% of 
the population lived in this sort of accommodation, 85,000 
alone in the biggest development Leipzig-Grünau. During 
the city’s period of shrinkage in the 1990s Leipzig Grünau, 
which was a preferred location beforehand, suffered an over 
proportional loss of population; now the area has only just 
over half of its original population. This resulted in a massive 
amount of vacant accommodation and infrastructure. As a 
result of this an attempt was made to combine the demolition 
of houses and of infrastructure with an improvement of the 
residential and living conditions. The excursion to Leipzig 
Grünau gives insights into this process through the use of 
successful examples. 

5. Inner city walk: landmarks of the peaceful 
revolution

The walk through the city centre of Leipzig will lead on the 
one hand to places of the peaceful revolution. In the autumn 
of 1989 Leipzig was one of the initiating points of this 
historical decisive period in the history of Germany. People 
gathered here in the city centre to demonstrate for human 
rights and democracy. The walk will also include important 
historical information about the city’s history and thus trace 
some of the important developments of this old trade fair, 
trading and university city. 

6. Bauhaus Dessau

The bus tour will lead fi nally to the renown Bauhaus in 
Dessau, which will be introduced through a guided walk 
through the house. There will also be possibilities to visit 
a second exhibition, the “International Building Exhibition 
Urban Restructuring 2010” as well as a renovated site in 
the city. 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

27 June 2010 - Sunday

08.00 Registration (open until 2 July 2010)
09.00-17.00 IAPS Board meeting
09.00-09.20 Young Researchers’ Workshop - Opening
09.30-11.30 Simultaneous sessions à 3 speakers, chaired 
by senior scientists
11.30-13.30 Simultaneous sessions à 3 speakers, chaired 
by senior scientists
13.30-14.30 Lunch break
14.30-16.30 Simultaneous sessions à 3 speakers, chaired 
by senior scientists 
17.00 Evening dinner (barbeque and music)

28 June 2010 - Monday

09.00 Young Researchers’ Workshop
09.00-11.00 Simultaneous sessions à 3 speakers, chaired 
by senior scientists
11.00-13.00 Simultaneous sessions’ à 3 speakers, chaired 
by senior scientists
13.00-14.00 Lunch break
13.30-16.30 Meeting of the networks
16.00-17.00 Poster social (opening of the poster session 
with coffee and cake)
17.00 Opening ceremony
Presentation of the 21. IAPS Conference 2010
Welcome address by the IAPS President, Prof. Ombretta 
Romice
Welcome address by the Scientifi c Director of the Helmholtz 
Centre for Environmental Research UFZ, Prof. Georg 
Teutsch
Welcome address by the Prime Minister of the Free State of 
Saxony, Stanislaw Tillich, patron
Keynote speech by Alicia Bàrcena, United Nations Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
Welcome addresses by scientifi c authorities
Awarding of the Young Researchers’ Workshop
19.00 Welcome reception including opening of the photo 
exhibition (Kubus UFZ)

29 June 2010 - Tuesday

08.00 Registration incl. welcome coffee 
09.00-09.45 Keynote speech 
10.00-12.00 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
12.00-13.00 Lunch br  eak
13.00-13.45 Memorial lecture for Rikard Küller who will be 
named in the “Hall of Fame” by 
Byron Mikellides, UK
14.00-16.00 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)

16.00-16.30 Coffee break
16.30-18.30 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
19.30 Reception by the mayor of the City of Leipzig in 
the New Town Hall

30 June 2010 - Wednesday

08.00 Registration incl. welcome coffee 
09.00-09.45 Keynote speech
10.00-12.00 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
12.00-13.30 Panel discussion “Environmental research 
between scientifi c excellence and practice orientation” 
13.30-14.00 Lunch break
14.00-approx.18.00 Thematic excursions (depending on 
the fi eld trip)
19.30 Special offer: Organ-recital in St. Nicolai church, 
performing J. S. Bach

1 July 2010 - Thursday

08.00 Registration incl. welcome coffee 
09.00-09.45 Keynote speech
10.00-12.00 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
12.00-13.30 Lunch break
13.30-15.30 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
15.30-16.30 Poster talk (including coffee and cake)
16.30-18.00 IAPS-Plenary meeting of the IAPS members 
(AGM)
20.00 Conference dinner in “Auerbachs Keller” (with 
special surprise)

2 July 2010 - Friday

08.00 Registration incl. welcome coffee 
09.00-11.00 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
11.00-11.30 Coffee break
11.30-13.30 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
13.30-14.30 Lunch break
14.30-16.30 Thematic sessions and Symposia 
(simultaneously)
16.30 Closing ceremony 
Farewell address by MinDirig Jörg Geiger, Head of research 
department of the Saxon state ministry for higher education, 
research and the fi ne arts, Free State of Saxony Farewell 
addresses by authorities
Final statements by the IAPS President and the Leipzig team
17.30 Farewell cocktail

21. IAPS Conference - Leipzig, Germany, 27 June - 2 July 2010 
  
 “Vulnerability, Risk and Complexity: 
Impacts of Global Change on Human Habitats” 
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Jackson, M.D., M.P.H., currently Chair and Professor at 
UCLA’s School of Public Health. He is nationally recognized 
as a pioneer in the study of design and its impact on 
public health and community wellness and is the author 
of an article that recently appeared in Pediatrics magazine 
entitled, “The Built Environment: Designing Communities to 
Promote Physical Activity in Children.” 

Architects Fred Koetter, FAIA, and Susie Kim, AIA, partners 
in Koetter Kim & Associates, and Douglas Johnson, FAIA, 
principal designer for William Rawn Associates, will lead 
walking tours and discuss their respective offi ce’s current 
Columbus projects on Friday afternoon, April 9th. They will 
also be plenary session speakers on Saturday afternoon, 
April 10th. 

Symposium attendees, as well as Columbus residents, are 
invited to “a town gathering” on the evening of Friday, April 
9th in which 2010 AIA national president, George Miller, 

FAIA, managing partner with Pei Cobb Freed, will share his 
three decades of experiences working with AIA Gold Medal 
winner, I.M. Pei, FAIA. Pei’s 1969 urban design which created 
Columbus’ city’s plaza centered on his Cleo Rogers Library, 
Eliel Saarinen’s, First Christian Church and Henry Moore’s 
sculpture, “Large Arch,” remains one of the strongest iconic 
images of this unique America city.

A total of eleven (11) LU’s may be earned by attending all of 
the events noted above plus a choice of panel discussions 
in which elected offi cials, as well as leaders in public health, 
community wellness and recreation programs, community 
development, and facilities design will discuss and debate 
current issues facing every community as they relate to the 
symposium’s focus. 

The symposium is co-chaired by the Honorable Fred 
Armstrong, Mayor of Columbus and Tony Costello, FAIA, 
Professor Emeritus of Architecture at Ball State University. 
Additional information and on-line registration at CIAA web 
site: www.columbusarchives.org

CALL FOR PAPERS

Cracks in the Concrete Jungle: New 
Perspectives on Urban Ecology DFG Graduate 
Research Training Group announces the 5th 
International Congress on Urban Ecology from 
22 to 24 October in Berlin

Worldwide, contemporary urban societies are faced with 
drastic consequences of climate change, demographic 
shifts and associated economic disparity. What do such 
challenges mean for the natural environments of cities and 
for billions of urban inhabitants? Multidisciplinary solutions 
are necessary to develop new perspectives and creative 
strategies for sustainable urban development. For the past 
eight years, the DFG Graduate Research Training Group 780 
“Perspectives on Urban Ecology” has been investigating 
the interface between cities, nature and people, and is 
pleased to invite representatives from different disciplines 
to its fi nal international congress on urban ecology. The 
Congress Cracks in the Concrete Jungle: New Perspectives 
on Urban Ecology on October 22nd and 23rd, 2010 focuses 
on the development of urban nature in the context of such 
contemporary challenges, especially with regard to the 
quality of human life.

We look forward to receiving abstracts for oral presentations 
and poster contributions on the following session topics:
Sustainable Planning and Policy
Urban Biodiversity
Environmental Media
Perception and Behavior
Methods, Theories and Practice

Registration and Contact
For submission of abstracts and conference registration, 
please visit our homepage:
www.stadtoekologie-berlin.de
DFG Graduate Research Training Group
Department of Geography
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Unter den Linden 6
10099 Berlin

CALL FOR PAPERS

The Dresden Congress of IAEA Focusing 
Aesthetics and Design Congress Organizer: 
Prof. Dr. Ralf Weber (Dresden) Dresden, 
August 25-28, 2010

While the Dresden Congress of the IAEA will focus on its 
traditional topics in the science of aesthetics, there will be an 
additional emphasis on the connection between aesthetics 
and its connections to the various fi elds of design.

Traditionally the biennial conferences have focused on 
aspects of experimental psychology and the empirical 
social sciences as they pertain to the study of arts, the 
environment, or the role of the creative process. It is our 
intention with this conference to strengthen the discussion 
of the more recently emerging fi elds of neurocognitive 
approaches to aesthetics as well. 

While one of the main foci of aesthetic research have been 
the traditional arts, from painting sculpture, music, literature 
and dance to architecture, but also to the areas of design 
such as graphic art and product design; however, there has 
been little involvement from members of these disciplines 
themselves. With this conference we would like to especially 
encourage them to participate in the discussion. Can any 
fi ndings from experimental aesthetics indeed be applied to 
the artistic and design practice?

One of the intentions of this Congress will be the opening 
of a dialogue between research and practice, between 
questions asked and answers by all of the fi elds. We 
therefore deliberately invite designers, architects, computer 
designers, fashion designers, photographers and all others 
in the design disciplines to contribute to the discussions 
within this symposium.

Congress topics may include: Psychology of Aesthetics, 
Perception and Art, Neurocognitive Approaches to 
Aesthetics, Cognition and Aesthetic Appreciation, Aesthetic 
Theory, Bridges between Philosophical and Empirical 
Aesthetics, Aesthetic Experience and Appreciation Art 
Education, Art and Environment, Museology etc. Special 
topics are: Aesthetics of Architecture, Aesthetics of Design, 
Aesthetics of Media, Computers, Aesthetics of Music, 
Aesthetics of Literature, Aesthetic Education, Creativity in 
the Design Process.

Deadlines 
Submission of abstracts  November 1, 2009
Notifi cation of acceptance  February 1, 2010
Submission of full paper  May 1, 2010              
early registration  until March 31, 2010
late registration  after March 31, 2010 
preliminary program  June-July, 2010

More information at: 
http://www.arch.tu-dresden.de/raumgestaltung/iaea/

EVENTS

GOOD DESIGN = Healthy Communities 
& Economic Growth will be the focus 
of Columbus Indiana Architectural 
Archives’ 2010 Symposium

Long recognized for its outstanding quality of life created 
through its half-century commitment to high quality design 
and planning, Columbus, Indiana, will host its 2nd Triennial 
Symposium on GOOD DESIGN, April 9-11, 2010.  It builds on 
the success of the fi rst symposium which was held in 2007 
as an AIA 150 – Blueprint for America project sponsored 
by AIA Indiana and the Columbus Indiana Architectural 
Archives (CIAA). Next year’s symposium will be sponsored 
by the CIAA and is entitled: GOOD DESIGN = Community 
Health & Economic Development.  

The prog ram’s confi rmed keynote speakers include former 
public member of the AIA national board, Dr. Richard J. 

EVENTS
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Bangladesh,Nigeria,even Pakistan).Worth monitoring India 
as an emerging economy,see its automobility destiny,and 
already producing the 106 Km/hr 4-seat Nanos in the 
Pantnagar apex of the almost equal sides triangle seating on 
the Mumbai-Calcutta side--one question from a UN-Habitat 
Global Report(5) is whether housing investment can be had 
in the approach followed by the National Slum Dwellers’ 
Federation in India(with members’ savings complemented 
by government and/or outside agencies)? HED has us view 
housing as a resource-producing and investment good,by 
reconceptualising housing whose markets can effectively 
compete for private capital,and an emphasis on private 
home owbership.

As economies grow,HED pursues,construction output 
will grow at a faster rate(see current middle-income 
economies like Malaysia,Argentina,South Korea--and 
Hong Kong,Singapore).Ms Anna Tibaijuka urges us in a 
well documented way to recognise the economic value 
of housing,backed by 9 Figures,36 Tables,21 Boxes, 
and 19 Case Studies(Africa,Asia,North and Central 
Europe,US,South America,and one on Singapore).She is 
ofcourse her UN position.She is mainstream.She knows 
how the market economy ball bounces--and both Hong 
Kong and Singapore know how the economic development 
cookie crumbles(The OECD,organisation of economic 
cooperation and development would be quick to add how 
the former is placed 10th and the letter 8th in its list of 
Offshoire centers--with Delaware-USA being 1st).

On the other hand I want to suggest we also examine other 
approaches towards less babies,different technologies,and 

a less/no-consumer society(6).This is not the iconoclastic 
Sid&Nancy (7a) view it seems,if you know the number of 
people this planet can sustain in a USA lifestyle(=1.5 billion) 
as compared to the number in Indian mode(=10 billion).Same 
if you consider how the total population triple in this writer’s 
lifetime(and I am not dead yet),with the climatic change being 
felt,biodiversity reduced,and so with resources all types from 
oil,to water,to space to live on--and in.
I should also admit having just viewed Louis Malle’s 
‘Calcutta’(7b).

In HD,editor Ng,a Hong Kong professor,has put together 
a unique team of 27 writers including himself,who did 
22 papers organised in Parts I-IV from understanding 
high densitty to practising it.Each contributor gives his 
Email address,together with postal coordinates.Eleven of 
them are Hong Kong-related,with 5 going for Singapore 
others coming from France,Canada,USA,UK,Germany,K
orea,New Zealand--nobody to put a hands-on case for 
Mombasa,Sao Paulo,Cairo Tehran,Delhi, Mumbai,Macau, 
Manila,Tokyo(although these cities are taken into account,with 
Lagos missed out--see HED instead).We have 33 Tables 
that include Factor analysis of the soundscape evaluation 
in Beijing,Values for air speed inside the canyon when wind 
blows perpendicular or obliquely to the canyon,and Open 
space planning possibilities with their thermal effects.With 
over 250 Figures,high density dimensions get full visibilityand 
make a great reading all by themselves alone.Your full list of 
Climate,Materials, Economics,Symbols and Activities gets 
tackled by these writers,or your What for,
How to,Where exactly,What does it mean,Why now--if this is 
how you prefer it.

But furthermore,there are two dimensions I would have 
enjoyed to see tackled: a)the health hazards or urban 
life(asthma,bronchitis,and more) multiplied by people 
moving from inner city to inner city(the human species 
having become a biological Internet with fast connections,as 
someone put it).And b) Electronic space itself, since with 
Twitter/Facebook/Myspace/Netlog/ the privacy abuse 
potential in these social spaces gets terminally banalised--
not to mention that 1 Level (of the 5) of my Tokyo experience 
was in fact Electronic Space.

Two thought-provoking books on issues urgent.

One: HOW HIGH DENSITY ARE YOU? 
Two: WHEN DID YOU INVEST IN HOUSING LAST?

Book Review by Dr Mit Mitropoulos <mitisa@hol.gr>

Designing High-Density Cities,for Social and Environmental 
Sustainability.Edited by Edward Ng.Earthscan 2010.ISBN: 
978-1-84407-460-0(hardback).
Building Prosperity--Housing and Economic Development.
By Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka.Earthscan 2009,Copyright 
UN-Habitat 2009.ISBN: 978-1-84407-632-1 (hardback) 
,978-1-84407-633-8(paperback).
Earthscan may be contacted at ,earthinfo@earthscan.
co.uk>
[www.earthscan.co.uk] Tel:+44 (0)20 7841 1930 ,Fax:+44 
(0)20 7242 1474.
UN-Habitat may be contacted in Nairobi at Tel: +254 20 762 
3120.

Learned rumour had it that as from 4 years ago more 
than half of this world’s population had gone urban,and 
save a planetary disaster we cannot escape this trend as 
irreversible.Not only this is true,and we already have 400 
cities in excess of 1 million each,and 20 megacities topping 
10 m,but I unwittingly fi nd myself here checking on 2 books 
both addressing us in their opening paragraph with exactly 
this very same fact on globalised urbanization:
- Editor Edward Ng in his Preface of Designing High-Density 
for Social and Environmental Sustainability(HD),and
- the UN Secretary-Gen Ban Ki-moon in his Foreword 
of Building Prosperity-- Housing and Economic 
Development(HED),authored by Anna K.Tibaijuka,his 
woman in Nairobi running UN-Habitat.And before his fi rst 
paragraph is over,Mr Ki-moon adds how 1 out of these 3 
urban dwellers lives in slums,meaning one billion people.
This shared priority for both HD and HED stands expected 
since both Housing and High Density are inevitable issues of 
globalised urbanisation of our fi nite world.

However,the second common denominator to these splendid 
books is unexpected,as they both have a preference for 
Singapore and Hong Kong.This they prove obvious as both 
city-states are high density and also have housing success 
stories to tell.I suggest to the reader to follow-up,better still 
visit,these Asian cities,and I am therefore giving here a set of 
references from HD sources(1) and HEDsources(2),but also 
the electronic space that further defi nes them(3) --as with 
my personal experience of Tokyo.When 5 years ago I was 
preparing for Tokyo,one of my summarised comparisons 
(one rule-of-thumb from a set that served me well)was that 
this city’s population was 2 times the number in London,in 
one third of the London space.HD further compares 
London to Tokyo both for their current status of high-rise 
buildings,and their RHP.As the long list of Acronyms and 
Abbreviations explains,RHP is the rectangular horizontal 
plane,the unobstructed open space outside of a window.
High density will mean buildings fi ghting for natural light and 
ventilation--RHP regulating the distance between a window 
and the building facing it.Tokyo (to my surprise in 2005) 
is doing better than London,both regulated for a vertical 
sustaining angle under 25 degrees.For the higher density 
Singapore and Hong Kong,HD gives the permissible angle 
going up to 76.

Be it tsunami or terrorism,genocide or earthquake,armed 
confl ict or hurricane or fi res,the mortality numbers are 
low when you consider those affected and facing either 
depression or post-traumatic stress disorder(4) and needing 
shelter. Shelter,see Housing,is the most visible indicator 
of economic poverty.To take an example,15 years from 
now Mumbai population is expected to reach 26 million, 
whilst already 5 years ago 55,5 of India’s total lived in 
slums (twice the % in Indonesia,but far less than the % in 
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NOTES

(1)  -- Cheng,V et al.Thermal comfort in urban open spaces 
for Hong Kong, Architecture Science Review,Vol 49 ,Nr 3 
,2006
-- Baird,C et al.Place attachment,isolation and the power of a 
window in hospital environment:a case study,Psychological 
Reports,Vol 76 ,pp 847-850 ,1995.I can add that when my 
mother went into a memory degeneration crisis characterised 
by space disorientation,it was the view from her window that 
saved us twice daily(after sleep)and  back to a degenaration 
under control 3 weeks later.Furthermore,The View From Your 
Window was one of the exercises in the Basic Architecture 
Space course I was invited to set up in Edinburgh University 
1971-2 (it proved useful in showing control of space being 
priority over articulation of it,itself well before the m2 we still 
buy/sell space by).
You can also check RHP--see the second paragraph above.
-- Green Sense at [www.greensense.org.hk/]
-- Lampugnani et al.Hong Kong Architecture:The Aesthetic 
of Density,Prestel,Munchen,New York,1993.

(2) -- Kaye,B.Upper Nankin street Singapore,University of 
Malaya Press,1960
-- Wong,A.Housing a Nation:25 years of Public Housing in 
Singapore,Maruzen Asia, Singapore 1985
-- Lee,L et al.Shelter for all:Singapore’s strategy,Habitat 
International,Vol 17 ,Nr 1 ,1993
-- Tu,Y.Public home-ownership,housing fi nance,and socio-
economic development in Singapore,Review of Urban & 
Reg. Development Studies,Vol 11 ,Nr 2 ,1999
-- Phong,S.The Impact of Privatisdation on State Housing 
in Singapore,Singapore Management University,Singapore 
2000
-- Yuen,B.’Singapore’ ,in Angus,M et al(eds) Housing 
Policy Systems in South and East Asia,Macmillan-
Palgrave,Hampshire,UK 2002.

(3) -- Goby,Valerie.Personality and Online/Offl ine 
choices:MBTI Profi les and Favored Communication Modes 
in a Singapore Study,Cyberpsychology & Behavior,February 
2006(Please note that MBTI is for measuring personality 
traits,and stands for the Myers--Briggs Type Indicator 
outlined by Tucker and Gillespie in the 1992 Perceptual and 
Motor Skills 77:650).
-- Cheuk,W et al,ICQ(I see You) and Adolescents:A 
Quantitative Study in Hong Kong,Cyberpsychology & 
Behavior,February 2007

(4) In fact to get the Affected number you will have to 
multiply Mortality by either 8 for genocide,or 1500 for 
invasion,by 17 for a tsunami or 110,000 for a fi re and 150 
for an earthquake.
On the other hand the 4 hurricanes of 2008 hit both Haiti 
and Cuba.With 7 dead in the latter to 800 in the former,it is 
a clear case of being prepared,and one reason for not being 
is corruption--a fact with Haiti.

(5) Planning Sustainable Cities,Global Report on Human 
Settlements,UN-Habitat 2009,Earthscan 2009.The Slum 
Dwellers’ Federation is also Case Study-6 in this writer’s 
review of this Report ‘Shouldn’t We Globalise Urban 
Planning’,being published in IAPS People-Environment 
Studies Bulletin.

(6) For Decroissance and Economic Development Objectors 
see [www.gasap.be],
[www.wwoof.fr],[www.ibgebim.be],or just wash your 
windows with vinegar and yesterday’s newspaper.The 
concept ofcourtse goes back to the Club or Rome and their 
‘Limits to Growth’,1972.
Just one of the ways to go is creating ‘new currencies’ 
based on elementary exchange.This is just one example 
from Curitiba(Brazil) as reported by UN-Habitat(see (5),and 
specifi cally Case Study-8 in Mitropoulos being published 
in IAPS Bulletin):Bus Tokens and Parcels of Fruit were 
swapped for Recyclables from garbage,otherwise not 
possible to for the city to collect.

(7) a-- Directed by Alex Cox(1986)with Gary Oldman (for Sex 
Pistols’ bass guitar) and Chloe Webb.
b-- Directed by Louis Malle(1969) 98 mins in colour for high 
density + misery + privacy redefi ned.A strong sci-fi  feeling,a 
Blade Runner without the gloss.
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Carl Graumann and the 
ECOLOGIZATION OF PSYCHOLOGY
Carl Graumann remembered by David Uzzell

8TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
PSYCHOLOGY IN ZURICH (SWITZERLAND)  

ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
 by Florian Kaiser

THE ROLE OF TYPOMORPHOLOGY IN SUSTAINING 
THE CULTURAL IDENTITY OF CHINESE CITIES: 

THE CASE STUDY OF NANJING, CHINA
by Fei Chen 

SHOULDN’T WE GLOBALISE URBAN PLANNING?
by Dr Mit Mitropoulos        

HISTORY, TRENDS, AND PROJECTS 
OF CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE IN SPAIN 

by Arturo Franco Taboada    

One: HOW HIGH DENSITY ARE YOU? 
Two: WHEN DID YOU INVEST IN HOUSING LAST?

Book Review by Dr Mit Mitropoulos
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Carl Graumann and the 
ECOLOGIZATION OF PSYCHOLOGY
Carl Graumann remembered by David Uzzell

8TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
PSYCHOLOGY IN ZURICH (SWITZERLAND) 

ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
 by Florian Kaiser

THE ROLE OF TYPOMORPHOLOGY IN SUSTAINING 
THE CULTURAL IDENTITY OF CHINESE CITIES: 

THE CASE STUDY OF NANJING, CHINA
by Fei Chen 

SHOULDN’T WE GLOBALISE URBAN PLANNING?
by Dr Mit Mitropoulos        

HISTORY, TRENDS, AND PROJECTS 
OF CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE IN SPAIN 

by Arturo Franco Taboada    

One: HOW HIGH DENSITY ARE YOU? 
Two: WHEN DID YOU INVEST IN HOUSING LAST?

Book Review by Dr Mit Mitropoulos

IAPS 2010 (Leipzig, Germany)
"Vulnerability, Risk and Complexity: Impacts of global 

Change on Human Habitats"


